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2016 SUMMER READING CHOICES : 7
th  to 8th  Grade 

The Civil War is over, and Sarny has been released from the shackles of slavery. She's free, but 

what does that mean? This sequel to Gary Paulsen's acclaimed novel, Nightjohn, follows Sarny 

as she searches for her children after the war. Hope comes from surprising places, and soon 

Sarny finds herself in New Orleans, working, teaching, and building her life anew. Though the 

war is over, hatred and danger lurk around every corner, threatening her efforts to teach 

others to read. In Sarny, Paulsen creates a character that sparkles with heart and courage. His 

descriptions of her first days of freedom—her first lavender-scented bath, the sweet taste of 

canned peaches on bread, this novel tells the remarkable story of a former slave's amazing 

journey. 

Throughout World War II, in the conflict fought against Japan, Navajo code talkers were a 

crucial part of the U.S. effort, sending messages back and forth in an unbreakable code that 

used their native language. They braved some of the heaviest fighting of the war, and with 

their code, they saved countless American lives. Yet their story remained classified for more 

than twenty years. 

But now Joseph Bruchac brings their stories to life for young adults through the riveting 

fictional tale of Ned Begay, a sixteen-year-old Navajo boy who becomes a code talker. His 

grueling journey is eye-opening and inspiring. This deeply affecting novel honors all of those 

young men, like Ned, who dared to serve, and it honors the culture and language of the Navajo 

Indians. 

Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the Taliban took 

control of her region. They said music was a crime. They said 

women weren't allowed to go to the market. They said girls 

couldn't go to school. Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan 

transformed by terrorism, Malala was taught to stand up for what 

she believes. So she fought for her right to be educated. And on 

October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for the cause: She was 

shot point-blank while riding the bus on her way home from 

school. No one expected her to survive. Now Malala Is an 

international symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest ever 

Nobel Peace Prize winner, we hear firsthand the remarkable story 

of a girl who knew from a young age that she wanted to change 

the world -- and did. Malala's powerful story will open your eyes 

to another world and will make you believe ln hope, truth, 

miracles and the possibility that one person -- one young person - 

- can inspire change in her community and beyond. 



8th  Grade Summer Reading Prompts 

Please complete a works cited of the book you read. 

The basic form for a book citation is: 

Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium of 
Publication. 

Example: Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. New York: Penguin, 1987. Print. 

Your book: 

Directions: Please answer the following questions in at least one paragraph each. Be sure to use your book 

and cite the page numbers. 

Use the following format for composing your paragraphs: 

1. Restate the question and give your answer 
2. Explain your answer 
3. Support your explanation with at least one example from the text. Use page numbers to cite. 
4. Restate your answer and give insight. Make a connection with what you already know and what the 

text was talking about. 

1. What time frame is this novel/biography written in? 

Name: 

 

Period: 

 

Date: 

     



2. What is happening in society? How does that impact the main character? 

3. What purpose does this book serve? 



4. What is one thing you read about that surprised you or what is one thing that you would like to find 

out more about? 

5. What two questions could be created for a person to further understand this book/story? 



. 	Challenge Questions: 

6. What is the tone of this text? What does the tone communicate? 

7. Are there any symbolic or metaphoric ideas in this text? How do symbols help you understand the text 

better? 



Name 	 Period 	 Date: 	  

Summer Reading Project-Part 1 

This project has two components. The first component is your individual component. You will submit 

for grading the five questions that you were asked to respond to over the summer. You will be given points 

for each question that was answered using the rubric below for a maximum point amount of 50. Bonus 

questions will be awarded 5 points each. The second component of this project will be completed in a small 

group. You will receive more information about the group project upon returning to school. 

Expectation Meets 

Expectation 

10-8 

Nearing 

Expectation 

7-5 

Needs 

Improvement 

4-1 

Does not meet 

Expectation 

0 

Student answered all components of 

question 1 using the given format. 

Student answered all components of 

question 2 using the given format. 

Student answered all components of 

question 3 using the given format. 

Student answered all components of 

question 4 using the given format. 

Student answered all components of 

question 5 using the given format. 

Bonus question points 

Total points 

Comments: 



2016 Summer Reading 

8th grade Reading Students 

Chains 

Laurie HaIse Anderson 

If an entire nation could seek its freedom, why 

not a girl? 

' As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year, 

old Isabel wages her own fight... for 

freedom. Promised freedom upon the death of their 

owner, she and her sister; Ruth, in a cruel twist of 

fate becOtne the.property of a malicious New York 

City couple, the LocktOns, who have no sympathy for 

the American Revolution and even less for Ruth and 

Isabel. When Isabel Meets Curzon, a slave with ties 

to the Patriots, he encourages her to spy on her 

owners, who know details of British plans for 

invasion. She is reluctant at first, but when the 

unthinkable happens to Ruth, Isabel realizes her 

loyalty is available to the bidder who can provide her 

with freedom. 

From acclaimed author Laurie Halse Anderson 

comes this compelling, impeccably researched novel 

that shows the lengths we can go to cast off chains, 

both physical and spiritual. 

http://madwomantheforestcom/historical-chains/  
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8th Grade Reading 
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2016 Summer Reading Expectations 
8th Grade Reading 

8th  Grade Summer Reading Overview 

4 Students will have the opportunity to check-out a Chains novel from the PVMS Library in 

May to return at the opening of the 2016-17 school year. No highlights or notes may be 

written/placed in a PVMS library book. 

4 Students are welcome to purchase their own copy for their personal library and/or if 

they want to use Talk to the Text/Think Aloud/Highlighting reading strategies as they 

are progressing through the novel. 

4. Direct instruction and explanation will be provided in the spring of their 7 th  grade year 

to all incoming 8 th  grade students for clear understanding of the expectations. 

4 Final Copy work should be completed in a notebook, folder or binder; typed or printed 

neatly. Please be sure the student's name is included on the front page. 

Students will continue to use and build upon the Double Entry note format modelled, 

taught and used throughout seventh grade reading class to complete the expectations 

for Chains. 

A sample Double Entry form is attached as well as a "clean" master sheet that can be 

used as a model or can be copied and completed as the student progresses through 

their reading of the novel. 

4 Each chapter should have at least (1) entry in regards to response to a plot event and at 

least (1) entry that builds on the characterizations of the main characters. To clarify, 

there is a minimum of (2) entries per chapter (one based on a plot event/one as a 

building of understanding of the characterization of a main character). 

4 MAIN CHARACTERS: Isabel, Ruth, Mr. Lockton, Mrs. Lockton and Lady SeymoUr 
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2016 Summer Reading Expectations 
8th  Grade Reading 

MODEL 

Double Entry Journal: Chains 

Chapter Page # 
Plot Event, Observations or Characterization 

description directly from the text 
Reader's response/reaction/questions 

1 

Plot 

5 "It's here, Momma," I whispered. 'The 

day you promised. But I need your 
help. Can you please cross back over 

for just a little bit?" 

What day is she talking about? It must be important 

since she said it was "promised. 

Why does she need help? Is there something wrong? 
What does it mean to "cross back over?" 

1 
Character 

5 Isabel (quote above) 

Isabel seems loving and misses her mom 

She could be described as superstitious "cross over" 
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2016 Summer Reading Expectations 
8th Grade Reading 

Double Entry Journal: Chains 

Chapter Page # 
Plot Event or Characterization description 

directly  from the text 
Reader's response/reaction/Question 
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